The National Research Council of Canada has re-organised its Associate Committee on Geodesy and Geophysics (formed in 1945) and has given it authority to gather information on, and to direct and co-ordinate research in the field of "geodesy and geophysics, including meteorology, hydrology, oceanography, seismology, vulcanology, magnetism, terrestrial electricity, tectonophysics, gravity, and any other subjects necessary to an integrated study of earth physics and geophysical prospecting". The chairman of the Committee is Professor J. T. Wilson, professor of geophysics, University of Toronto.
The Committee is being provided -with funds for the award of grants in aid of specific research projects to persons competent to direct work in this field and who have the required laboratory facilities at their disposal. Much of the work that interests the Committee is carried out as part of their normal duties by several Government departments and is paid for by those departments.
The integration and stimulation of geophysical work in Canada are desirable for several reasons: (i) geophysical methods of mineral and oil prospecting have assumed great importance; (ii) the Pre-Cambrian shield is the biggest and richest area of basement rocks in the world, and its study will throw light on
